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Tobias Gürtler Lucas Kehrer Lena Verscht Anran Wang

Universität des Saarlandes, Germany

Benjamin Kaminski Fixed Point Theory 1



Organizational Matters Attendance Check

Attendance Check

Please stand by. . .
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Organizational Matters Objectives

Objectives of the Seminar

Objectives:

Independent Understanding: “deciphering” a scientific paper authored by others

Scientific Writing: Writing your own scientific report

Presentation Skills: Giving a comprehensible scientific presentation
to an educated and critical audience

Deliverables:

Outline + 1 (draft) page of main part of the report

Final report

Practice presentation

Final Presentation
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Organizational Matters Objectives

Outline + 1-Pager

What it is not: “1. Introduction 2. Main Part 3. Conclusion”

What is expected:

1 Detailed overview of the structure of the report

Section headers

Main definitions and theorems

2 One (draft) page of the “main part” of the report

Optional: Submit an entire draft report!

Of course, 1 and 2 can be combined in one document

Helps you to sort your thoughts, tell a coherent story;
helps us to see whether you’re on track and give you early feedback
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Organizational Matters The Report

The Report
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Organizational Matters The Report

Report: Objectives

Replicate (not copy!) (main aspects of) the paper you’ve been assigned

Read and understand the paper

Develop an intuition for the theory

If needed: search, read, understand further background literature

Reformulate the main aspects of the paper/topic in your own words

Reformulate the theory in your own words

Describe your intuition of the theory

Find and describe more (any) examples than the original paper

Discuss advantages/shortcomings of the theory

You did an excellent job if your report is
more comprehensible than the original paper!
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Organizational Matters The Report

Report: Formalities

Format:

Max. 10 pages, excluding bibliography

ACM proceedings format, see acmart-pacmpl-template.tex

More details will be provided on the website

Cite (correctly) all consulted literature

No plagiarism! Copying text blocks (from literature, internet, chatGPT, . . . )
without source indication (citation) may lead to immediate failure of seminar

Language: English or German (but you’ll find that English is easier)

We expect correct grammar and spelling

≥ 10 gross errors per page is unacceptable and
causes us to discontinue reading your outline / (preliminary) report

Benjamin Kaminski Fixed Point Theory 7
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Organizational Matters The Report

Report: The Elephant in the Room – Generative AI

Let’s face it: Of course, you can use AI to generate your report

Note however: Your AI-generated report will likely be terrible. Why?

LLM’s are trained on a large body of scientific papers – the majority of which is
terribly written. Your AI-generated report will likely adhere to these bad standards.

More importantly:

Ask yourself: What are my goals?

Do I want to learn something?

Do I want to create something that I am genuinely proud of?

Do I want to accomplish something excellent myself?

If your answer is yes, prompting an AI will make you feel miserable because you will
achieve none of the above.
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Organizational Matters The Presentation

The Presentation
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Organizational Matters The Presentation

Presentation: Objectives

Explain your paper / your report /your intuition in a comprehensive manner to us!

Prepare your presentation for the audience!

Prepare descriptive slides

Not too much text on one slide

Use graphical illustrations wherever possible

Use colors (if they make sense)

Don’t have spelling mistakes on your slides

Finish your presentation on time. Overtime is bad!

Prepare for expected questions (have slide numbers, have backup slides if need be)

You did an excellent job if everybody understood what you were talking about!
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Organizational Matters The Presentation

Presentation: Formalities

30 minutes presentation + 10 minutes Q&A

in-person

Dates: TBA

More details will be provided on the website

Attending all presentations is mandatory!
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Organizational Matters Timeline & Bidding

Timeline & Bidding
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Organizational Matters Timeline & Bidding

Timeline
30.10 Kick-off Meeting

3.11 † Bidding for Topics

4.11 † Announcement of student-topic assignment

19.11 † Outline & 1-pager due

25.11† Due date registration in LSF (your responsibility)

10.12 † Final report due

14.1 † Have fixed an appointment for practice presentation with your supervisor

Practice presentation is mandatory

(not clear yet) Final presentations

Attending all presentations is mandatory

Missing any non-optional deadline causes immediate failure of the seminar.
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Organizational Matters Timeline & Bidding

Final Thoughts

Be thorough: Allow a good amount of time to really understand the literature

Be proactive: Look for additional literature;
contact us well in advance if you foresee any trouble meeting a deadline, . . .

Be social: Discuss your report / paper with other students

Be prepared: Prepare meetings with your supervisor well

Be realistic: Don’t expect that you can
prepare a presentation or a report in a day or two

Be assured: We wish you all good luck and success for this seminar!

:
)

Final remark: We are looking for thesis students!!!
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